!                            232                       NANCE OLDFIELD
!
I                          few smiles of silent contempt were the utmost dis-
j                          grace that on the first day of its appearance it was
|                          thought-safe to throw upon it; as the satire was
I                          chiefly employJd on the enemies of the Government,
1                          they were not so hardy as to own themselves such
!                          by any higher disapprobation or resentment."^
!                              Yet Gibber's enemies never failed to make things
1                          unpleasant for him  if they could do  so  without
running too great a risk.     There was Nathaniel
Mist, for instance, who published a Jacobite paper
i                          called Misfs Weekly Journal. This vindictive gentle-
|                          man, whose political heresies once brought him to
;;                          the pillory and a prison, began a systematic attack
j                         upon the actor-manager, and kept up the warfare for
i                         fifteen years.    Once, when Colley was ill of a fever,
Mist made up his journalistic mind that his enemy"
'                         must have the good taste to depart the pleasures of
this life.    So he inserted the following paragraph in
\ \                         his paper :
*   ;                             " Yesterday died Mr. Colley Gibber, late Comedian ; *|f                         of the  Theatre   Royal,  notorious  for  writing the
?                         ' Nonjuror.' "
( i
I                             The very day that this obituary appeared Gibber
|                         crawled out of the house, sick-faced but convalescent,
\                         and read the notice with keen interest.    Whether he
1 i                         was amused thereat, or dubbed the joke a poor one,
i                         is a matter which he does not record, but he tells us
*  I                         that he " saw no use in being thought to be thorougly i
'   i                                   * The production of the "Non-juror" added Pope to the list of
' ;                                Gibber's enemies, the great poet's father having been a Non-juror.